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“UNE BONNE ANNÉE” Ahead for MISCA!
Oui, it should be a very good year for the Mercer Island
Sister City Association, and WE WELCOME YOU to
join us with your membership, either through renewal
or by joining us for the first time.
As we anticipate the many events in our 2013 calendar,
we reflect back on high notes of the fall-winter season
of 2012:

Coming soon in 2013 for film noir buffs, we are excited
to sponsor two French films directed by Henri-Georges
Clouzot, often thought of as the French Alfred Hitchcock: January 25 will feature Les Diaboliques, 1955,
and March 22 Quai des Orfèvres, 1947. Both are generously hosted at Aljoya.
Also ahead: French Conversation evenings continue
once a month and our 3rd Annual April in Paris
book night returns to Island Books on Thursday,
April 25, 7-9PM. Returning as well will be our
Soirée à Thonon et Mercer Island wine paired, 5
course dinner at Kaspar’s on Friday, May l7 at
7PM and the 4th Annual Fireworks Cruise cosponsored with the Chamber of Commerce on
Saturday, July 13.

Eight Thonon students and their chaperones
visited our city and surrounding area from October 24 to November 6, staying with host
Mercer Island families of students and adults
who had been their guests in April. MISCA
organized several tours and trips for days not
spent at school or with families. They were
warmly welcomed by our city, Mayor Bassett
Finally, we anticipate that in September or Octoand other citizens at a special reception on OcLinda Todd
MISCA President ber, we will achieve a long held goal as we plan
tober 25. The exchange proved once again to
and work with our friends in Thonon to organize a
be a memorable, meaningful way for our young people
French Cuisine and Cooking focused adult trip. Mornto connect, discover similarities and differences in our
ing classes would be provided at Thonon’s Hotel and
daily lives and culture, and strengthen the bonds of our
Chef School, the Ecole Hoteliere, where we would be
long friendship. Trip details can be found on page 4.
lodged for the weekdays. Food related excursions and
afternoon/evening visits to special regional restaurants
Another fall-winter highlight was our docent led tour
would be an important part of the overall experience.
for over 25 people of the outstanding Seattle Art MuMISCA members would have the first opportunity
seum exhibit: Elles: Women’s Art from the Centre
to sign up for the trip. More details coming soon!
Pompidou, Paris. Bringing the concept home, in
Indicate your interest on your membership form when
partnership with the Chamber of Commerce, we also
you send it in, as well as any events you would like to
curated Elles: Mercer Island-Thonon-les-Bains,
help with in the year ahead.
featuring Mercer Island and Thonon women’s art.
Merci Beaucoup!
Linda Todd, President

French Films on Mercer Island
At Aljoya • 2430 76th Ave SE, Mercer Island
French Films • English Subtitles

The Mercer Island Sister City Association, the Mercer Island Arts Council and Aljoya will host two French films
directed by Henri-Georges Clouzot, the French master filmmaker known as the French Alfred Hitchock. Lance
Rhodes, an instructor of Cinema Studies at the University of Washington, will provide introduction and post
commentary. Wine and cheese will be hosted by Aljoya in the lobby prior to Les Diaboliques. For questions or
further information, call Judy Leithe 232-5413.

Starring
Simone Signoret

Les Diaboliques

Quai des Orfèvres

Friday, Jan. 25 • Film: 7:30PM • Free
Wine & Cheese: 6:30PM

Friday, Mar. 22 • Film: 7:30PM • Free

In this 1955 suspenseful thriller a murder plot is hatched by an unlikely duo -a school principal's wife and his mistress
-- and things only get stranger from
there! Wine and cheese hosted by Aljoya.

Starring
Louis Jouvet

When a wealthy businessman is found
murdered, police inspector Antoine
finds that an ambitious singer, her
jealous husband, and her obsessive
photographer friend all have motives.

Soirée à Thonon et Mercer Island
Friday, May 17 • 7PM • At Kaspar’s Restaurant
This year's Soirée to celebrate our jumelage with Thonon-les-Bains and raise funds for our
scholarship and other programs will again be held at Kaspar's Restaurant on Lower Queen
Anne in Seattle. You will be welcomed at a no host wine reception at 7PM, and the first
of five delicious wine paired courses "à la Française" will be served beginning at 7:30PM.
A Gourmet, Five-Course French Inspired Feast With Paired Wines
Wild Salmon & Leek Terrine with Capers & Lemon Vinaigrette
Grilled French Bread, Soaked in White Wine, Topped with Pears, Raclette Cheese & Watercress
Poached True Cod with Red Bell Pepper Almond Coulis, Olive Peppers & Sautéed Pea Vines
Baked Cassoulet with Duck, Lamb Sausage, Pork Tenderloin & Fine Herb Bread Crumb Crust
Rhubarb Clafouti with Fresh Champagne Marinated Strawberries
Menu Paired with French Champagne & Two French Wines
Optional Vegetarian Entrée

Watch for your invitation in March, and join us for a relaxing, fun, and elegant evening in support of our sister
city association. If you are a member or friend of MISCA and would like to help with this event, please contact
Linda Todd at 232-4570 or ljtodd@comcast.net.
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April In Paris

Seattle Francophone
Festival

Thursday, April 25
7PM-9PM
At Island Books
3014 78th Ave SE, MI

Sunday, March 24
Seattle Center Armory/Center House

Join the community for the First Annual Seattle FranJoin us for a festive evening of browsing Mercer Island’s charming bookstore, Island Books, while enjoying a complimentary wine and cheese tasting. The
store will be featuring all things French related including fiction, non-fiction, travel, food and children’s
books in English with some in French.

cophone Festival: A Celebration of French-Speaking
Cultures on March 24.

Also this year, a delightful selection of
French Moulin Roty stuffed dolls and animals will be available. One of these cute and
cuddly French characters would make a
wonderful gift for a special child in your life.

During the one-day event, festival-goers will listen to
live music, see theater and dance performances, taste
international cuisine, learn from informative seminars
and demonstrations, play games and enjoy a day full
of fun activities! À très bientôt!

This event is a benefit to support the Mercer Island
Sister City Association scholarship fund. 20% of ALL
sales at this event will benefit this cause. For information, call Judy Leithe 232-5413 or Carla Peterson
232-5354.

If you are interested in getting involved or have questions, contact: info@faccpnw.org or call 206-4434703.

The Festival will be a free, family-friendly event open
to the public with the purpose of promoting and raising awareness of Francophone cultures and traditions
to the residents of the Greater Seattle area.

Cercle Francophone: Vous êtes invités
Join Us To Practice French In A Friendly Gathering
The Mercer Island Sister City Association‘s French Conversation Evenings are resuming for Winter and Spring 2013. The gatherings are very informal, and intended
for anybody who wants to improve his/her French. There’s no format or agenda and the only “rule” is that we speak French. All levels of French are welcome!
The first upcoming Conversation Evening will be from 7PM to 9PM on Tuesday, Jan. 22 at the home of Monica Howell, 8501 SE 78th Street, Mercer Island. Please RSVP to Monica at 232-2983. Subsequent Conversation
Evenings will be held on the fourth Tuesday of the month in a private home.

You will receive an email reminder on the Sunday prior to each French Conversation Evening with its location
and contact person. If you are not currently on our email reminder list, we will be happy to add you. Ask an
MISCA board member at a French Conversation Evening or contact: kathyerickson@live.com.
We are seeking volunteers to host future home Conversation Evenings. An MISCA board member will lead the
French conversation. To volunteer to host or for any questions, call Monica at 232-2983 or Beth at 232-7650.
You can also call Beth at 232-7650 or Monica at 232-2983 to learn location and host details.
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French Students & Chaperones
Visit Mercer Island
Fifth Student Exchange With Thonon-les-Bains, France

Eight high school (lycee) students and three adult chaperones arrived October 24 on Mercer Island from our
French sister city, Thonon-les-Bains in the Haute Savoie
region of France. They were welcomed into the homes of
our exchange students from MIHS who had travelled to
Thonon this past April during Spring Break Week.
Our French visitors began their activities on October 25
at a reception at City Hall, where Mayor Bruce Bassett and
other city officials welcomed them to our city, continuing
a tradition which was established in 2000 when our
jumelage was formed: promoting friendship, international
understanding, and cultural & educational exchanges.
Thonon Students Visit Chihuly Gardens & Glass Exhibit
Over the next 10 days, the students enjoyed attending
classes and school events with their host students, spending time with their host families and touring area sights hosted by Mercer Island Sister City Association board members. In Seattle the students toured the waterfront, the aquarium, downtown Seattle and Pioneer Square. A trip to
the Kitsap peninsula brought students to the Point No Point Lighthouse and to lunch at the Skunk Bay lighthouse.
A boat trip to Tillicum Village on Blake Island featured
a native inspired show and Northwest salmon dinner.
Weekend outings featured a Seahawks game where the
Mercer Island band played at half-time as well as a visit
to Snoqualmie Falls and the salmon hatchery. On their
last day the students toured the Seattle Center, including
the Experience Music Museum, the Chihuly Glass Museum and a Space Needle lunch with the FrenchAmerican counsel. Meanwhile, the chaperones attended
a private tour of Elles, an exhibit of French female artists at the Seattle Art Museum and also attended a
French discussion group meeting and dinner at the
home of Linda Todd and Alan Merkle.
Mercer Island Students Enjoy Spring Break in Thonon-les-Bains

The exchange drew to a close with one last get together,
a burger bash at the home of Beth and John Brennen, which was enjoyed by all. Our Thonon friends were about
to depart, but wonderful memories and friendships will surely continue. Now that we have bid our Thonon friends
“adieu” on Tuesday, November 6, the Mercer Island Sister City Association, in concert with the MIHS French Department, looks ahead to our next student exchange in 2014.
“On my last full day in France, Dominique dropped me, Aurélien
and his friend off at a pair of ancient castles on a cliff overlooking
Lac Leman. The three of us hiked the hill, climbed on the ruins,
and took in the stunning view of everywhere we had been that
week: Geneva, Lausanne, Yvoire, Évian, and, of course, Thonon.
It was a perfect opportunity to simultaneously take in the history
and beauty of the area, and, as always, practice my French.”
- Harrison King
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"Going to France is an experience I will never forget. There was amazing food, people and especially
places. I was fascinated by my surroundings and
always made sure my camera was ready to snap some
pictures. My host family was so kind and welcoming. It was truly a wonderful trip."
- Madison Nimmo

French
Country Table:
Simple
Recipes for
Bistro Classics

Merci Beaucoup!
Friends Of
Mercer Island
Sister City Association
Thank you to the many friends of Mercer Island
Sister City Association, local businesses and organizations who have supported and partnered with us
in 2012. We are grateful for your contributions to
the success of our events. Merci Beaucoup!

Recipes by
Laura Washburn

Honest, fresh and satisfying food is the essence of
French country cooking. It's not expensive or complicated and never goes out of style. The French Country Table is a beautiful cookbook with classic country
French dishes and is available locally at Island Books.

Albertson’s
Aljoya-Mercer Island
City of Mercer Island
Emerald City Smoothie

Included in this lovely collection of Laura Washburn
recipes are classic bistro soups, such as Soupe au Pistou and French Onion Soup. Appetizers to try include
Goat Cheese Tart and classic Crudités. More substantial recipes for meat dishes are Pork in Cider with Potatoes and Apples, as well as Cassoulet and Spring
Lamb Stew with Vegetables. Simple yet delicious ideas
for poultry and game include Chicken with Tarragon
and Duck Breasts with Peppercorns. Traditional fish
and seafood dishes include Sole Meunière and Mussels
with Fennel, Tomatoes, Garlic and Saffron. Vegetarian options include Pumpkin and Rice Gratin and Eggplant, Onion and Tomato Tian. Great salads and vegetables include Chicory Salad with Roquefort, Celery
and Walnuts as well as Baby Leeks with Herb Vinaigrette and Peas, Asparagus and Baby Lettuce. Finish
with sweet things such as Pear and Almond Tart,
Chocolate Cream Pots or Vanilla Orange Soufflé.

French American
Chamber of Commerce
Island House
Island Books
Island Square Apartments
Kaspar’s
Mercer Island Arts Council
Mercer Island Chamber of Commerce
Mercer Island Parks & Recreation
Mercer Island Farmer’s Market
Mercer Island Youth & Family Services
Shorewood Apartments
The Mercer Apartments
77 Central Apartments

French Language Classes
L’Alliance Française de Seattle offers regular and special-interest French classes. For details, please call 206-632-

5433 or visit www.afseattle.org.
Mercer Island Parks and Recreation has two French language offerings, each with an 8 week session beginning
April 1 and a 10 week session beginning September 9. French-Intermediate requires at least one year of previous
French. Culture and language skills will be stressed. French-Advanced is for students who have at least 2 years ex-

perience in grammar and conversational French. For information about upcoming French classes, call 206-275-7609.
Bellevue College: For information about French continuing education classes, contact 425-564-3171.
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Dîner au
Drôme

Where is Thonon-les-Bains?
Thonon-les-Bains is in the Haute-Savoie department
in the Rhône-Alpes region in southeastern France. It
is situated on Lac Leman (Lake Geneva) and is within
one hour of Geneva. It’s location is indicated by the
red star on the map below.

Wednesday, Jan. 30
6:30pm
Leif Erikson Lodge
in Ballard
France Education Northwest invites you to a fabulous

evening of French food, wine, entertainment and culture! Mary Sisson, French-American Chamber of
Commerce Board Member and connoisseur of French
cuisine, will prepare a delicious Dîner Drômois featuring cassoulet maison, a rich, slow-cooked casserole
originating in the south of France.
HORS D'OEUVRES
Feuilletés au Roquefort
Puff pastry with Papillon Roquefort - a creamy sheep's milk blue
Tartelettes aux Champignons
Fresh mushroom mini savory tarts

DINER
Cassoulet Maison au Confit de Canard et Saussion
French comfort white bean casserole with duck confit and sausage
French Baguette + Butter

Upcoming Newsletters

DESSERT

Summer and fall issues of Entre

Galette des Rois
French King's Cake - a tradition for the celebration of Epiphany

Nous will be mailed to members in
June and September. Sign up for
new or renewal membership to receive your copies and have up to
date information on our events and
projects throughout 2013. Merci!

WINES
Vidal Fleury Côtes du Rhône Blanc
Vidal Fleury Côtes du Rhône Rouge

TEA & COFFEE

Individual tickets are $45 for French American Chamber of Commerce members, $50 for non-members or
$60 (includes $20 donation to FEN) for patrons. To
register or for more information, call 206-443-4703.

Would You Like To Volunteer?

Join

France Education Northwest is a non-profit organiza-

in

tion whose main goal is to familiarize people in the
Puget Sound area with French culture and traditions
through their sponsored activities. French Regional
Dinners support the programs of FEN.

the
fun!
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Volunteering with the Mercer Island Sister City Association is a fun
way to become involved in our
community, while taking part in
interesting events and projects. If
you think you may be interested,
we’d love to hear from you! For
more information or to volunteer,
contact Linda Todd, 232-4570 or
ljtodd@comcast.net.

Mercer Island Sister City Assn.

Mercer Island Sister City Assn.
Board of Directors

Sign Up For New or Renewal Membership!
As we ring in the new year, now is the perfect time
to join us or renew your membership for 2013. Our
jumelage with the beautiful city of Thonon les Bains
in France, now in its 13th year, continues as a source
of ever deepening ties of friendship and cultural
exchanges, and we need your involvement and support to continue our activities, including our scholarship program.

Linda Todd

President

232-4570

Jane Meyer Brahm

Past President

232-0701

Susan L. Gates

Treasurer

232-4960

Beth Brennen

Secretary/Student Programs 232-7650
French Conversation

Monica Howell

Secretary/Student Programs 232-2983
French Conversation

We hope you will join in some of our many member and friend activities in the coming year. As an
association, we also enjoy and benefit from our involvement in the greater “Francophile” community
in the Seattle area.
If you are interested in offering your time and talent
to our board and their work, please contact us. We
look forward to receiving your membership form
and appreciate the support you provide through
this year’s dues, and Bienvenue from us to you. We
value your membership and involvement with the
Mercer Island Sister City Association.

Rich Conrad, City Mgr.

City Liaison

236-3575

Kathy Erickson

Newsletter/Publicity

232-7622

Judy Leithe

Community Outreach

232-5413

Susan Lund

Membership

230-8301

Casey Mochel

French Connections

425-777-5693

Young Adult Outreach Events
Carla Peterson

Arts/Events

232-5354

Sue Sherwood

Adult & Business Programs 236-0740

Terry Moreman

Chamber of Commerce

232-3404

Website:
www.mercerislandsistercity.org

For questions:
Contact Susan Lund
230-8301 or srlund@aol.com

Mercer Island Sister City Association
2013 Membership Form
For New or Renewal Membership
Membership Types
Individual Adult
Individual Youth
Senior Citizen
Family
Sponsor
Corporate
Patron
Donor
Benefactor

$25
$10
$15
$30
$50
$100
$200
$500
$1000

Name:______________________________________________ Date_________
Address:__________________________________________________________
Phone:_________________________ E-Mail:___________________________
Membership Type:___________________ Check Enclosed:_______________
Your 2013 Membership will be effective through Dec. 31, 2013.
Check Payable To: Mercer Island Sister City Association
Mail To: 7605 SE 27th Street, #109, Mercer Island, WA 98040

For Information: Contact Susan Lund, 206-230-8301 or srlund@aol.com
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Calendar
Details can be found on the indicated page of this newsletter.
Tues., Jan. 22 . . . . . . French Conversation Evening, 7-9PM, Pg. 3
Fri., Jan. 25

. . . . . . French Film: Les Diaboliques at Aljoya, Wine & Cheese: 6:30PM, Film: 7:30PM, Pg. 2

Wed., Jan. 30 . . . . . . Dîner Drômois at Leif Erikson Lodge in Ballard, 6:30PM, Pg. 5
Tues., Feb. 26 . . . . . . French Conversation Evening, 7-9PM, Pg. 3
Fri., Mar. 22

. . . . . . French Film: Quai des Orfèvres at Aljoya, 7:30PM, Pg. 2

Sun., Mar. 24 . . . . . . Seattle Francophone Festival: A Celebration of French-Speaking Cultures, Seattle Center, Pg. 3
Tues., Mar. 26 . . . . . . French Conversation Evening, 7-9PM, Pg. 3
Tues., Apr. 23 . . . . . . French Conversation Evening, 7-9PM, Pg. 3
Thur., Apr. 25 . . . . . . April in Paris at Island Books, 7-9PM, Pg. 3
Fri., May 17

. . . . . . Soirée à Thonon & Mercer Island at Kaspar’s, 7-9:30PM, Pg. 2

Tues., May 28 . . . . . . French Conversation Evening, 7-9PM, Pg. 3
Tues., June 25 . . . . . . French Conversation Evening, 7-9PM, Pg. 3
Sat., July 13

. . . . . . 4th Annual Fireworks Cruise on Lake Washington near Mercer Island

Mercer Island Sister City Association
7605 SE 27th Street #109
Mercer Island, WA 98040

Now’s the time for new
& renewal memberships!
Details on Page 7.

